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Migration, Sustainable Development 
and COVID-19

Migration 
impacts 

development
Development 

impacts 
migration

We are reliant –

for our health, our food, and our economy

– on the movement of people.

Human mobility is inextricably linked with 

sustainable development.

COVID-19 is leading to a combined 

human mobility and human development 

crisis.

COVID-19 has highlighted the importance 

of well governed migration for prosperous 

and healthy societies.

Our ability to mitigate the negative impacts of 

COVID-19, protect people on the move and 

their communities, and harness the positive 

power of migration to recover better, depends 

on a good understanding of the effects of the 

pandemic on human mobility and 

development.



Pressing Policy Interventions
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Leveraging the GCM to support 
the 2030 Agenda

The GCM recognizes that when properly managed, 

migration contributes to positive development 

outcomes.

As Coordinator of the UN Network on Migration, IOM 

is leveraging the GCM to accelerate action on the 

2030 Agenda.

The GCM provides a robust framework to support 

governments and other actors achieve the 

migration dimensions of the SDGs. 
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Required Action

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE MUST BE PART OF THE SOLUTION

❑ Protect the rights of all migrants and 

refugees

❑ Use data to articulate differentiated 

impacts of COVID-19 on migrant 

populations, correct the migration 

narrative, and combat xenophobia 

and discrimination.

❑ Support skills recognition and 

matching for migrant workers to 

meet emerging labour needs, 

❑ Fortify existing and establish new 

partnerships and joint programs in 

migration management and 

service provision

❑ Develop innovative solutions that 

maximize the skills, resources, and  

networks of migrants

UN FRAMEWORK FOR THE IMMEDIATE 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESPONSE TO 

COVID-19

1. HEALTH FIRST: Protecting health 

services and systems during the 

crisis.

2. PROTECTING PEOPLE: social 

protection and basic services

3. ECONOMIC RESPONSE AND 

RECOVERY: Protecting Jobs, 

Small and Medium-Sized 

Enterprises, and Informal Sector 

Workers

4. MACROECONOMIC RESPONSE 

AND MULTILATERAL 

COLLABOATION

5. SOCIAL COHESION AND 

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

COVID-19 MPTF

Migration MPTF



IOM Toolkit for Development Partners: 

Integrating Migration into COVID-19 
Socio-economic Response
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Additional Resources

UN Secretary General Policy Brief 
COVID-19 and People on the Move

UN Network on Migration COVID-19 portal

IOM Institutional Statement of 

COVID-19 and mobility

Why migration matters for 

“recovering better” from COVID-19

Forthcoming guidance 

available on iDiaspora

https://eea.iom.int/publications/toolkit-development-partners-integrating-migration-COVID-19-socio-economic-response
https://eea.iom.int/publications/toolkit-development-partners-integrating-migration-COVID-19-socio-economic-response
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_people_on_the_move.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/covid-19
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/un-secretary-general
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_people_on_the_move.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/covid-19
https://eea.iom.int/publications/toolkit-development-partners-integrating-migration-COVID-19-socio-economic-response
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8jVQO1odR4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/institutional_statement_covid19_28052020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/institutional_statement_covid19_28052020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/covid19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8jVQO1odR4&feature=youtu.be
https://idiaspora.org/

